Guardianship and GMP FAQs
1. What days/times and on what docket are guardianship hearings held?
· Benton County – Wednesdays at 1:30 pm on the Probate (Adult) Guardianship Docket
· Benton County – Minor Guardianships – Fridays at 9 am 
· Franklin County – Thursdays at 9:00 am on the Probate/Guardianship Docket (both Adult and Minor)

2. When is the ex parte docket? If no specific docket, what information should we know?
· Almost all guardianship matters must be addressed through our Guardianship Monitoring Program (GMP) or on the docket, not during ex parte hours.
· There is an ex parte docket in each county.  
i. The Benton County ex parte docket runs from 1:30 to 3:30, daily.  Litigants may bring their documents to the courtroom (usually Courtroom D) beginning at 1:15.  
ii. The Franklin County ex parte docket will begin at 1 pm daily and conclude at 1:30 pm.  This docket is usually held in Courtroom 1.

3. Prior to filing the guardianship, can we call the court for a name off the Court Visitor Registry ahead of time to put in our order?  YES        If so, who do we call?
· Stephanie Massart, Registry Manager, (509)736-3071 ext 3563 or email:  Stephanie.Massart@co.benton.wa.us

4. Can we self- assign Court Visitors by just picking a name without court assigning it?  NO
· Title 11 Court Visitor appointments for an Adult Guardianship are made on a rotational basis from the registry. Title 11 CVs are listed in alphabetical order and appointments are made in that order. Court Administration must be contacted for the next three names in rotation.  

5. What is the current hourly rate approved for county pay Court Visitors serving on an Adult Guardianship case? Is there a cap or maximum?
· There is no standard hourly rate but the cap for county paid cases is $175/hr with a 10 hr cap.

6. Do you require working bench copies/judges copies prior to hearings?  If so, what is the cut off or deadline for submittal?  If required, can the documents be emailed, efiled, or faxed?  If so, to whom at what address?
· Bench copies must be filed on eMotion.  Here is a link for more information https://www.bentoncountywa.gov/pview.aspx?id=55124 

7. Does the court allow telephonic appearances?
· Yes – please refer to our website for instructions to attend via video or telephone: https://www.bentoncountywa.gov/pview.aspx?id=55149 

8. What is the County-Paid Rate for an Attorney for the AIP 
· The standard hourly rate/maximum for a county-paid attorney appointed for respondent is $175/hour up to a maximum of $1750 (10 hours) without further prior Court approval.  

